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From the Desk of

General Secretary, Students” Union.

Anirban Dutta

College life is somewhere you will see a
new world, a world you haven’t seen be-

12 years of disciplined school life, college
is place to take free breath. This college has
a huge contribution in educating people for
more than 60 years. It is the first college in
South Kolkata which pioneered Commerce
education. Gradually, it has spread its
branches and now teaches Honours in
Bangla, Education, English, History, Politi-
cal Science in Humanities; and Economics
and Geography in Science.

The contribution of Students” Union has
been huge in this college. The Students’
Union has been able to encourage student
in many extra curricular activities and it has
formed many clubs like photography Club,
Science Club, Painting Club, Drama Club,
Nature Club, Trekking and Rock Climbing
Club. It has also worked for various wel-
fare for students. The Students’” Union also
hosted the most successful and organized
Fest Hemfluence 2015 after 10 years.

This college is named after Late
Heramba Chandra Moitra who was re-
nowned educationist. He was an honest
and wise man who wanted all his students
to be honest in life. Once someone asked

him “Sir where is Star Theater”, he said he
didn’t know. So the student was about to
leave. Then Late Heramba Chandra Moitra
stopped him and said that he knew where
Star Theater was but he wouldn’t tell him
because if he told, then the student would
bunk class and will go to watch theater.

To all the students I appeal live life hon-
estly and never compromise in life as my
mentor once said to me. One should always
support the right whatever the circum-
stances is in life. This will help you to suc-
ceed in life.

Never feel that politics is not for Edu-
cated people because educated people can
only change this country and take it to a
different level. So join politics and make
change. Remember, change is the only con-
stant. Change yourself, change the society,
change the world. So if you don’t like some-
thing only you and you can change it. If you
have the will and the courage you can face
anything in life. People will always support
you if you are correct. And if every one of
us start supporting the right.

College life is somewhere you will see a
new world, a world you haven’t seen be-
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Development brings the light, that is, the
possibility to meet “scientifically ascertained social
requirements.” The country must thus awaken from
its lethargic past and follow the one way to salvation,
which is undoubtedly, “an opportunity unique in
its long history” (of darkness, one might add). [Wl_\ﬁm
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More than half the people of the world are living

in conditions approaching misery. Their food is
inadequate, they are victims of disease. Their
economic life primitive and stagnant. Their poverty
is a handicap and a threat both to them and to more
prosperous area. For the first time in history humanity
possesses the knowledge and the skill to relieve the
suffering of these people... What we envisage is a
program of development based on the concepts of
democratic fair dealing...Greater production is the
key to prosperity and peace. And the key to greater

production is a wider and more vigorous application
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traits and past experience cumulatively wrought out
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My Friends

Dip Mukherjee
&I, Jifey e

In this short span of life,

We have come across many relations,

Those were tied with bonds of heartfelt emotions,

But in my life, you all are the only one,

Who can bid this life a sweet and a sound conclusion...
For you all, my soul is still alive,

In your absence, I would have just silently quit this life...

Always at times of my need,

It was you, who forwarded a hand for me to succeed.
Today, standing in this verge of separation;

[ am losing my usual power and courage,

To have control over my feelings and emotions...

But friends, if I'm not an insane;

If there is God in heaven and heavenly waters in rain,
Then, my tears remembering you will not go invain,
And before lying “lifeless” in that death bed;
Someday... somewhere... in this path of life,

I will surely meet with you all once again...

(Good bye...)
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Population Theory — The major views
Indrani Chakraborty

The subject ‘Economics’ is considered as a
branch of Social Science. A subject is treated
as social science when it is concerned with
the society and the relationship among the
individuals within a society. The history of
Economics can be traced back to thousands
of years. The last 300 years can be consid-
ered as the beginning of the modern day
Economics.

The word ‘Economics’ originates from the
Greek word ‘Oikonomikos’. ‘Oikos” means
home and ‘Nomos” means management. If
the society is considered as a family, then
the society faces the problem of managing
unlimited wants of the members of the so-
ciety within its limited resources.

Economics describes the factors which
determine the production, distribution, and
consumption of goods and services. ‘Scar-
city of resources’ is the fundamental eco-
nomic problem. Society has insufficient
productive resources to fulfill all human
wants and needs. Choices must be made
among a limited set of possibilities of pro-
ducing alternative goods and services us-
ing limited amount of resources. The re-
sources or factors which are used to pro-
duce goods and services are land, labour,
capital, entrepreneurship.

Land is the natural resource on the
planet. It includes the space on the ground,
hills, seas, ocean, air etc.

Labour is the human input into the pro-
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duction process, like workers, managers.

Capital is man-made physical goods to
produce other goods and services.

Entrepreneurship completes the mana-
gerial functions of gathering, allocating,
distributing economic resources or con-
sumer products to individuals and other
business in the economy.

Labour is one of the most essential fac-
tors of production which is supplied by the
population of an economy.

The basic objective of an economy is to
maximize the production of goods and ser-
vices by the efficient use of its available
resources. [t can be said that as an economy
possesses more and more resources it is in
a favourable position to produce and con-
sume more. So, the population and its
growth rate affect the economy to a large
extent. Population size and change in the
age structure of population over time are
significant issues as far as development and
growth of an economy is considered.

From ancient time only, many intellec-
tuals have remarked in the issue of ‘Popu-
lation’. For example, Kautilya, the writer of
Arthasastra was in favour of huge popula-
tion and wrote that ‘a large population is a
source of political, economic and military
strength of a nation.” The Chinese philoso-
pher Confucius argued that a numerical
balance should be maintained between the
population and the environment. Modern
thinkers like Adam Smith, David Ricardo
and others have also commented on the



population issue.

The most recognized population theory
is the Malthusian theory. Thomas Robert
Malthus (1766-1834) analyzed the popula-
tion statistics. He generalized the relation-
ship between population factors and social
change. In his essay “On The Principle of
Population” Malthus argued that the popu-
lation could increase by multiples, dou-
bling every twenty-five years. According to
him, population, when unchecked, in-
creases in a geometric progression (1, 2, 4,
8 and so on), while food supply increases
in an arithmetic progression (1, 2, 3, 4 and
so on). He said that the gap between the
food supply and population will continue
to grow over time. Even if food supply
grows, it would be insufficient to meet the
needs of the population.

Comparison of Exponential
and Arithmetic Growth
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Malthus knew well that population can-
not grow long beyond the means of subsis-
tence (“population must always be kept
down to the means of subsistence”). He re-
ferred to 2 classes of checks to keep popu-
lation down:

1. Prevention check: He suggested the
artificial means of birth control and
some measures to check the birth rate,
such as late marriage, moral restraint,
chastity.

2. Positive check: He spoke of natural
calamities like famine, diseases and
war that increases death rate and
works as nature’s check against popu-
lation.

Malthus argued that the positive and
preventive checks are inversely related to
each other - that means where positive
checks are very effective, the preventive
checks are less effective and vice-versa.

Many economists have criticized
Malthus by arguing that he did not take into
account the role of changing technology and
consequent transformation in the socio-eco-
nomic set-up of the society.

Economists such as J. S. Mill and ]J. M.
Keynes supported his theory whereas oth-
ers, especially sociologists, are against his
theory. They argue the widespread poverty
and low standard of living are caused by
misconceived organization of society. Ac-
cording to Karl Marx, starvation is caused
due to unequal distribution of wealth and
its accumulation by capitalists. It has noth-
ing to do with population.

Malthus’s opinion about overpopulation
and attendant resource scarecity has not
been true till now. Rapid advances in agri-
cultural, medical, industrial technology
have allowed global economic productiv-
ity to keep pace with rising population,
Family size is naturally declining world-
wide due to higher living standard, in-
creased availability of economic opportu-
nities and liberty of women.

The Great Depression of the 1930’s ad-
versely affected the world economy. The
birth rate sharply fell in the industrial (west-
ern) nations. Schemes were proposed to
encourage the families to have more chil-
dren by giving them allowances for each
child born.

The discussion by Alva and Gunnar
Myrdal in the book “Crisis in the Popula-
tion Question” published in 1934 sup-
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ported this. This book discusses the declin-
ing birth rate in Sweden and proposed pos-
sible solutions. Sweden’s population was
declining in the 1930’s resulting reduced
productivity and standard of living. They
criticized Malthusian and neo-Malthusian
theories.

Alva and Gunnar Myrdal were in favour
of an increased birth rate. They pointed out
that if birth rate continues to decline, then
at the end of the 1970’s, there would be
twice as many elderly people in relation to
the individuals in the working ages of the
1930’s. That would create serious supply
problems. The dependent population will
be more than the working population. That
will increase the expenditure more than the
total production.

In this context, they proposed that popu-
lation policy should focus to persuade the
majority to give birth to, say, for example,
three children. They proposed intelligent
nationalism, in which families with chil-
dren should be supported by various re-
forms such as free medical care, free school
lunches, child benefit, more and better
housing, affordable housing, and subsi-
dized rent and so on. They wanted that both
parents would take part of direct produc-
tion system of the society rather than the
mother becoming a simple homemaker.

To make the mothers free the children
can be kept in some institution under
trained staff, while parents are working.
This would provide a positive economic
impact as well as educational benefits to
each individual child. Alva & Gunnar
Myrdal tried to see the problem of popula-
tion in the context of economic recession
which hit the western world. They not only
wanted an overall increment in productiv-
ity of the economy but they concentrated
on the increased well-being of the people
and improved standard of living. They also
stressed on the promotion of child bearing
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and at the same time enjoying individual
liberty, especially for women. Malthus gave
a generalized idea about the population
problem, the Swedish couple took a par-
ticular instance of practical problem which
was present that time in the so-called de-
veloped western economies like Sweden.

The situation of the underdeveloped
countries like India, Africa, Bangladesh was
just the opposite immediately after the
World War II. The birth rate rose sharply
and birth control programme had to be ini-
tiated to control population so as to elimi-
nate starvation. These economies were not
industrialised economies at that time; rather
they were in the stage of subsistence level
of agricultural production.

It may be conducted that the problem of
population should not be discussed from
a general point of view. But the different
transitional stages of the economy should
be considered while analyzing this prob-
lem. After World War 1I, the political sce-
nario of the world changed a lot. The un-
derdeveloped world also gradually started
to emerge as industrialized economies. It
was accepted that rapid industrialization
can only develop the backward countries.
In this changed scenario, another theory of
population came into limelight which was
discussed first by Warren S. Thompson
(1929) and later by Frank W. Notestein
(1945). This is the theory of demographic
transition. Thompson observed changes, or
transitions, in birth and death rates in in-
dustrialized societies over the previous 200
years. The transition involves four stages,
or possibly five.
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In stage one, the pre-industrial society,
death rates and birth rates are high and
roughly in balance. Population growth is
typically very slow in this stage, because
the society is constrained by the available
food supply.

In stage two, that of a developing coun-
try, the death rates drop rapidly due to
improvements in food supply and sanita-
tion, which increase life spans and reduce
diseases. The improvements specific to food
supply typically include selective breeding
and crop rotation and farming techniques.
Other improvements generally include ac-
cess to technology, basic healthcare, and
education. Public health improved prima-
rily in the areas of food handling, water
supply, sewage, and personal hygiene. The
increases in female literacy combined with
public health education programmes in the
late 19" and early 20" centuries helped to
lower the death rate.

In the third stage, birth rates fall due to
access to contraception, increases in wages,
urbanization, a reduction in subsistence
agriculture, an increase in the status and

education of women, a reduction in the
value of children’s work, an increase in pa-
rental investment in the education of chil-
dren and other social changes. Population
growth begins to level off. Birth rate decline
is caused also by a transition in values; not
just because of the availability of contra-
ceptives.

During stage four there are both low
birth rates and low death rates. Birth rates
may drop to well below replacement level
as has happened in countries like Germany,
Italy and Japan leading to a shrinking popu-
lation, a threat to many industries that rely
on population growth. As the large group
born during the second stage ages, it cre-
ates an economic burden on the shrinking
working population.

In the present day world, different coun-
tries are at different stages of demographic
transition. Most of the developed countries
are in Stage 3 or Stage 4 of the model; the
majority of the developing countries have
reached Stage 2 of Stage 3. The major (rela-
tive) exceptions are some poor countries,
mainly in sub-Saharan Africa and some
Middle-Eastern countries, which are poor
or affected by government policy or civil
strife. Although this model predicts ever
decreasing fertility rates, recent data shows
that beyond a certain level of development,
tertility rates increase again.

The populations of advanced, urban in-
dustrial societies, which have entered the
last stage, are now stable with low birth and
death rates. This theory does not hold good
for the developing countries of the world,
which have experienced unprecedented
population growth due to drastic decline
in death rates. This theory has also faced
criticism. In spite of this, this theory pro-
vides an effective portrayal of the world’s
demographic history.
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The Greek Financial Crisis
Angana Chatterjee

Greece, by its very name suggests illustri-
ous history, art, culture, invasions, power
and courage, which reached its height un-
der Alexander, the great and many more.
“Greece” and “Crisis” these two words to-
gether seem a complete mismatch. But,
how actually Greece fell into such crisis and
struggling to overcome - is no less than a
tast paced Hollywood thriller which every
reader would be curious to know about. Let
us now get into the story without further
delay.

The Greek economic crisis is making
headlines today, but the country’s economic
problem started several decades ago and
has a number of precipitants:

Lack of industrialization: Industrializa-
tion in Greece came in the early 1960’s and
was followed by a rapid shift to smalil
manufacturing in the late 1980’s. This
change was followed by additional de-in-
dustrialization that resulted in a low Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) per capita, the
deep and long economic recession and the
unfavourable influence of manufacturing
trade.

Kleptocrats in Charge: The Kleptocratic
practice of government officials, not neces-
sary the prime ministers themselves,
reached their zenith in the financing of 2004
Olympic Games and the purchase of arma-
ments, especially from Germany for which
German Producers received substantial

wAfe faerst
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bribes. Worst of all, funds allocated to
Greece from the European Union were
pocketed by government officials on a sys-
tematic basis, many of which found their
way into Swiss and Egypt banks.

Taxation Issues: There was an absence
of correct and advanced taxation practices.
Private residences never paid property
taxes, small business operations rarely
paid taxes and many large businesses sys-
tematically avoided taxation. Employees
and retired individuals only paid income
taxes. Unemployment reached double digit
percentage during the last five years.

From 2008 to Today’s Crisis: Greece be-
came the epicenter of Europe’s debt crisis
after Wall Street imploded in 2008. As the
Great Recession that began in the United
States in 2007-2009, spread to Europe, the
flow of funds lent from the European core
countries (Germany & France) to the periph-
eral countries such as Greece began to dry
up. In addition to these, huge pension li-
abilities along with tax evasion, an expand-
ing government, large military expendi-
tures, growing trade deficits, and $11 bil-
lion price for the 2004 Olympics and an
anaemic real economy combined to in-
crease Greece’s indebtness.

With global financial markets still reel-
ing, Greece announced in October 2009 that
it had been understating its deficit figures
for years, raising alarms about the sound-
ness of the Greek finances. The debts of the
country were 300 billion Euros, 113% of its



GDP, at the time Eurozone has established
a 60% limit.

Suddenly Greece was shut out from bor-
rowing in the financial markets. By the
spring of 2010, it was veering towards bank-
ruptcy, which threatened to set off a new
financial crisis. To avert calamity, the Eu-
ropean Commission, the European Central
Bank and the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) charismatically known as “Troika”
issued the first bailout of 110 billion euros
for Greece and it was informed to begin
austerity measures, structural reforms and
privatization of governmet assets.

A year later, a worsened recession along
with a delayed implementation by the
Greek Government of the agreed conditions
in the bailout programme, revealed the
need for Greece to receive a second bailout
worth 130 billion euros, including a bank
recapitalization package of worth 48 billion
euros. The money was supposed to buy
Greece time to stabilize its finances and
quell market fears that the euro union it-
self could break up. While it had helped,
Greece’s economic problems haven’t gone
away.

However, the improved economic out-
look (in 2013-2014 - there was a decline in
the unemployment rate and return of posi-
tive economic growth) was replaced by a
new fourth recession starting in the 4™ quar-
ter of 2014, following the formation of a
Syriza-led government refusing to respect
the terms of its current bailout agreement.
The European Union did not know what to
expect from the Tsipras administration and
the Greek crisis was getting deeper and
deeper as Troika suspended all scheduled
remaining aid to Greece under its current
programmed until such times when the
negotiated conditional payment terms were
fixed.

2015:

After the Greek election of January 2015, the
Euro group granted a further four month
technical extension of its bailout
programme to Greece accepting the rene-
gotiated payment terms but it was still
pending at the end of May. Many European
Union officials overtly state that they de-
test interacting with the Tsipras Govern-
ment and negotiations became much more
difficult so much that the Greek govern-
ment unilaterally broke off negotiations
late on June 26 diverting from their prior
agreement to continue negotiating until a
mutually acceptable compromise could be
presented to the Euro group in the after-
noon on June 27.

Instead Mr Alex Tsipras announced on
Greek national television a few hours later
that a referendum would be held on July 5,
2010, to decide whether Greece was to ac-
cept the bailout conditions proposed
jointly by the Troika. As a result of referen-
dum, the bailout conditions were rejected
by a majority in all of Greece regions. This
caused indexes worldwide to tumble, as
many were uncertain about Greece’s future,
fearing a potential exit from the European
Union.

On July 13, after 17 hours of negotia-
tions, Euro zone leaders reached a provi-
sional agreement on a third bailout pro-
grammed to save Greece from bankruptcy.
Meanwhile, short term financing were ar-
ranged to help Greece get through July and
emergency funding enabled the banks to
reopen for the first time since June. But the
bailout has been widely criticized and many
voiced argued that Greece should leave the
euro zone known as a “Grexit”. Plenty of
politicians and economists, most notably
German Finance Minister Wolfgang
Schaeuble believes that Greece should leave
the Euro, as it needs a debt relief which is
not seen as legal within the single currency.

5))



The heavily indebted country faces huge
challenges including skeptical creditors
who will be watching closely to see if the
government follows through on promised
changes. It must push a slew of tough eco-
nomic measures in exchange for crucial res-
cue funding.

How does the crisis affect the global fi-
nancial system? Since Greece’s debt crisis
began in 2010, most international banks and
foreign investors have sold their Greek
bonds and other holdings, so they are no
longer vulnerable to what happens in
Greece. And in the meantime, the other cri-
sis countries in the Euro zone, like Portu-
gal, Ireland and Spain have taken steps to
overhaul their economies and are much less
vulnerable to market contagion that they
were a few years ago.

Economic & Social effects of the crisis:
Greek GDP fell from 242 billion euros in
2008 to 179 billion euros in 2014, a 26% de-
cline overall. The seasonally adjusted un-
employment rate grew from 7.5% in Sep-
tember 2008 to a then record high of 22.1%
in May 2012, while the youth unempioy-
ment rate during the same time rose from
22.0% to 54.9%. Apart from those, there were
huge public debt and annual budget defi-
cit. In February 2012, it was reported that
20,000 Greeks had been made homeless
during the preceding year and that 20% of
shops in the historic city centre of Athens
were empty. By 2015, unemployment in
Greece had reached 26% and it was reported
by the Organization for Economic Co-op-
eration and Development (OECD) that
nearly 20% of Greeks lacked sufficient
funds to meet daily food expenses

Effect of Greece’s Economic Crisis on
Public Health: The economic crisis has pre-
dominantly impacted the health of vulner-
able populations with a rise in suicides and
deaths due to mental and behavioural dis-
orders. Greek hospitals are also on the
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brink of collapse. Government health
spending fell 25% in between 2009 and 2012
and spending on drugs dropped by 32%
since 2010. Health coverage has been af-
fected by cost cutting measures. In Athens
alone, some 4000 doctors have left the city
since the crisis began and spending cuts
were imposed on the health sector. There
is also a high number of top scientists who
have left the country. Increases in certain
illness such as heart attacks and respiratory
problems are associated with the chronic
stress suffered by Greeks and worsening
living conditions endangered by the crisis.

What happens if Greece exists the
Eurozone? Had Greece slid out of the euro
after the crash of 2008, it would now be on
the road to recovery. Its debts would have
devalued, citizens would be in work, and
investors would be investing, tourists
would be following in. But for the time be-
ing the priority is “Grexit”. Most agree that
in the short term going off the euro would
lead to more hardships for the Greek
people. Transitioning back to the new na-
tional currency “Drachma” would entail
months of confusions, hectic negotiations
as there is no legal road map for how the
exit would work. A currency that comes into
existence under these circumstances would
likely be extremely weak, have high infla-
tion and that would mean that prices for oil,
food would be very expensive.

However, many believe most notably
Nobel Prize winning economist Paul
Krugman that in the long term reintroduc-
ing the Drachma will allow Greece to rein-
vigorate its economy. At one point, there
were fears that a Grexit would send
shockwaves through the world’s financial
markets, but over the past few years, the
European Union has taken steps to lower
the contagion risk.

European Debt Conference: Economist
Thomas Piketty said in July 2015: “IWe need



a conference on all of Europe’s debts, just like
after World War 1. A restructuring of all debt,
not just in Greece but in several European coun-
tries, is inevitable.” He pointed out that Ger-
many received significant debt relief after
World War II. A new institution would be
required to manage budget deficits within
limits across all Eurozone countries. He
warned that: “If we start kicking states out,
then the crisis of confidence in which the
Eurozone finds itself today will only worsen.
Financial markets will immediately turn on the
next country. This would be the beginning of a
long, drawn-out period of agony, in whose grasp

we risk sacrificing Europe’s social model, its de-
mocracy, indeed its civilization on the alter of a
conservative, irrational austerity policy.”
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The Politics of Exclusion and The Two Mary’s — Mary
Wollstonecraft and Mary Shelley
Dr. Lily Law

Women like men, have always been a part
of the human species. The position of
women however in the cultural matrix of
the west has amazingly, never been equal
to that of men. Women have been looked
upon as inferior beings, subordinates in a
totality where two component parts - male
and female - are necessary and complemen-
tary to each other. The word ‘Man’ in gen-
eral represents the all-embracing term "Hu-
man’. Woman, on the other hand, is some-
one who in not a man, she is something
negative, she is a person lacking in certain
positive qualities - physical, moral and in-
tellectual. This view has lasted till date
down the ages, right from the ancient times.

One of the first proposals for reform is
Mary Astell’s serious proposal to ladies “for
the advancement of their true and greatest
interest” in 1694. However A Vindication of
the Rights of Woman: with Strictures on Politi-
cal and Moral Subjects written by the 18" cen-
tury British feminist Mary Wollstonecraft
and published by Joseph Johnson in 1792
is one of the earliest works of feminist phi-
losophy. Mary Wollstonecraft dedicates her
manifesto to M Talleyrand-Perigord, Late
Bishop of Autun and in her Dedication she
refers to Talleyrand-Perigord’s ideas on
national education. Mary Wollstonecraft
was impelled to write A Vindication after
reading Maurice de Talleyrand-Perigord’s

Feqifer fqere
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1791 report to the French National Assem-
bly which stated that women should only
receive domestic education. Described by
the painter Henry Fuseli as a “philosophi-
cal sloven” for her unkempt appearance
and extravagant ideas, Mary Wollstonecraft
(1759-1797) was one of the more loquacious
members of the Johnson group. The daugh-
ter of a weaver, she started in the only ca-
reer available to a bright girl without pros-
pects: as a companion and teacher in an
uninspiring country family. She stated, re-
iterated, illustrated and argued for four
hundred and fifty-two pages that women
were inadequately educated, kept ignorant
so they could be easily subjugated. By cul-
tivating the “arbitrary power of beauty”
however, women contributed to their own
enslavement. Thus in A Vindication, Mary
Wollstonecraft records her response to
those education commensurate with their
position in society, claiming that women are
essential to the nation because they educate
its children and because they could be
“companions to their husbands rather than
mere wives.” Instead of viewing women as
ornaments in society or property to be
traded in marriage, Wollstonecraft main-
tains that they are human beings deserving
the same fundamental rights as men. Mary
Wollstonecraft argues at length how the
politics of exclusion relegating women to
domestic duties and the world of beautifi-
cation and innocence was the result of the



theorizing of 18" century reformers and edu-
cationists like Rousseau.

Wollstonecraft asserts the rights of
women, especially to an education that
would render them beings worthy of re-
spect or at least immune to prejudice. Re-
peatedly she stresses not only equality of
the sexes but the right of women to prove
this through increased opportunities and
independence. Although she provides ra-
tional basis for her argument they are in the
main founded on religion. In
Wollstonecraft’s view, the degraded situa-
tion of women affronts the God who created
men and women in His own image. To
trivialize immortal souls through degrad-
ing reason becomes a most heinous crime
against humanity. Wollstonecraft fuses her
rationalism and optimistic Christianity: rea-
son becomes proof of God and of human
immortality. She argues from the belief that
women possess reason and that this reason
emanated from divinity and supports vir-
tue. Although the quantity may vary, it is
the same quality in all people.
Wollstonecraft went on to argue that segre-
gation of female virtues like sensitivity,
intuition and obedience, which were de-
fined as separate from male virtues, spe-
cially reason and self-discipline, was false
and propagated a system of counterfeit vir-
tues. It also raised questions of whether a
woman was capable of rationality and mor-
ally responsible behavior. She challenged
this kind of argument on the basis “that vir-
tue has only one eternal standard”. To say
that virtues differ in respect to the female
nature was to deny a woman the posses-
sion of an immortal soul. Wollstonecraft
shows how a woman is told not to indulge
in rational or imaginative activities, for they
are essentially masculine virtues. A woman
must curtail her desires within the narrow
domestic space in order to continue engag-
ing the attention of men. Flattered into sub-

jugation, a woman is granted the ability to
be child-like and innocent, qualities that
Wollstonecraft found specious and fake.
In spite of the existence of reason in ev-
eryone, the women whom Wollstonecraft
saw around her were certainly in her view
inferior to men, both morally and intellec-
tually. Moral inferiority has come from the
idea of relative morality so well expressed
by Rousseau which considers that women
should order their conduct not to align it
with absolute ethical standards but to
please men. Rousseau’s restrictive views
are discussed by Wollstonecraft in Chap-
ter V of her A Vindication entitled ' Animad-
versions on Some of the Writers Who have
Rendered Women objects of Pity, Border-
ing of Comtempt’. Besides Wollstonecraft’s
attack on Rousseau for his sentimental rep-
resentation of the character of Sophie, the
authoress also brings to focus Scottish Pres-
byterian minister James Fordyce and Scot-
tish physician Dr Gregory for conceptual-
izing woman fit for child-like innocence,
self-beautification and domesticity. In fact
Gregory’s ‘A Father’s Legacy to his Daugh-
ters’ brings to ironic exposure how a father
bequeaths his daughters not independence
of mind but dependence and restrictive
domesticity. Wcllstonecraft was also irri-
tated by the views of Lord Chesterfield and
Baroness de Stael who wrote a tribute to
Rousseau. Such patriarchal views had
worked to such an end that reason remained
uncultivated in women, while sensibility or
emotionalism, had been allowed to grow
excessively, to the point where it became
lascivious indulgence. Virtue, to which
people must aim, is seen as a balance
through reason between restraint and emo-
tion. So by concentrating only on emotions,
women had been cut off from rational vir-
tue, a quality further obscured for them
when female virtue was being defined
solely as sexual fidelity. Intellectual inferi-




ority which came from faulty education had
turned unnatural any signs of robust think-
ing in women and has shut them out from
any strenuous intellectual pursuits.

Clearly the panacea for women'’s ills was
education. It must however be education
with reason, not traditional triviality. Peda-
gogy was one of the concerns of the cen-
tury and many debated whether a national
education was desirable and feasible.
Wollstonecraft looked to the right for edu-
cation of both sexes since she felt it was the
right of all. The universal education she en-
visioned was limited to the elementary
level, after which some should proceed into
vocational training according to their sex;
the more able and affluent of both genders
should continue with their education. She
stressed the need for day schools that
would complement a loving home. Her
brief look at the boarding schools of Eton
had convinced her of the viciousness of the
boarding system as practiced in England,
where it reinforced both class and sex preju-
dices?

With education suitable for their class,
women would, in Wollstonecraft’s view, be
able to support themselves adequately or
fulfill themselves in their traditional role
of wife and mother. Properly educated they
could prove themselves intellectually and
morally equal to men, if they were ne-
glected such equality remained a hypoth-
esis. The need for female education was
also a need of society as a whole. Unless
the intellectual condition of women im-
proved there could be no further social ad-
vancement for humanity. By relating the
subjection of women to the subjection of
men under an arbitrary authority,
Wollstonecraft cleverly brings together
women and soldiers. Since both receive a
deficient and harmful education, both of-
ten display the same characteristics. Both
women and soldiers enter the world pre-
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maturely, both have superficial knowledge,
shallow characters and a love of gallantry.

Before publishing The Rights of Women,
Wollstonecraft wrote to her friend William
Roscoe that she was working on a book in
which she herself would appear “head and
soul”. Both are displayed when she treats
the various classes of women - the pam-
pered aristocrat, the middle-class house-
wife or teacher, and the working woman or
outcast. In depicting the middle-class,
Wollstonecraft had her own experience to
draw on most fully. She had tried many of
the routes open to women who could not
or would not be dependent on their fami-
lies. She had been a companion, a school-
teacher, and a governess. In fact she had
little to say on the subject of the middle-
class woman and employment. She was
more concerned with the domestic work,
the same possibility of fulfillment as men
saw in theirs. If there is one absolute in the
book that allows for no contradiction it is
the need for reason. Chapter 1 opens with
the ringing assertion that humanity’s pre-
eminence over animals is reason, and the
final chapter ends with impassioned pleas
for the rights of reason for women.

There is no doubt that when Mary
Shelley came to write her Frankenstein: A
Modern Prometheus (1816) she inherited in
her mother’s writings, an entire narrative of
‘exclusion’, something she could empa-
thize with, given her own anxieties as
writer, daughter, wife and mother. Much
has been written about the nature of the
“troubled heritage” that belonged to Mary,
being the daughter of famous parents, and
her reading of her mother’s writings in the
backdrop of her grave, a somber setting for
a young girl’s education. In consequence,
of the three overlapping narratives in Fran-
kenstein perhaps the most troubling one
belongs to the nameless being that is vari-
ously identified as demon, monster and



creature - the result of a botched up experi-
ment conducted in the “workshop of filthy
creation”. The creature belongs to the realm
of nightmare. If we agree with Barbara
Johnson that women’s writing is essentially
autobiographical, then Mary Shelley was
giving birth to her “hideous progeny” in
the archetypal image of a scary creature
reaching out towards his / her absent par-
ent. The monster is not just Frankenstein’s
double but her own double as well. The
story she tells is the making of an imper-
fect consciousness, a kind of monstrosity
that results from ‘exclusion’ that runs deep
in the novel.

In her 1831 ‘introduction’ to Frankenstein,
Mary Shelley narrates her dream of Fran-
kenstein creating the monster “one dreary
November evening” and ends saying “ And
now, once again, I bid my hideous prog-
eny to go forth and prosper.” The monster’s
narrative is startling as the ‘creature’ very
much like Wollstonecraft’s woman, is de-
nied the right of education. According to
Wollstonecraft to deny a woman the right
to education is to deny her having a soul.
Like the women of Wollstonecraft’s time,
the ‘creature’ is given no education and the
only art he learns is that of pleasing. En-
countering himself as a monster he sees the
‘self’ through the eye of the ‘other’ just as a
woman is taught to see herself through the
eyes of men. Erased from history and with-
out a lineage, he can acquire the lessons of
life only through experience. The “compel-
ling dream sequence” narrated in the ‘in-
troduction’ thus provides the framework
within which the theme of monstrosity un-
folds itself. In fact the ‘creature’s’ feminin-
ity is hinted by Mary Shelley in his similar-
ity with Eve in Book 1V of Milton’s Para-
dise Lost. Like Maria, in Wollstonecraft’s
Maria, or the Wrongs of Woman (1798), where
Wollstonecraft captures the travails of a
wronged, demonized woman: the monster

is “despised from its birth”. Maria’s tra-
vails in The Wrongs of Woman are based on
the cultural biases that shape education,
specifically women’s education. It was as
issue that Wollstonecraft had raised at
length in The Rights of Women, dwelling spe-
cifically on education of daughters.
Indeed Sandra M Gilbert and Susan
Gubar in their book, The Madwoman in the
Attic: The Woman Writer and the Nineteenth
Century Literary Imagination opine that it is
debilitating to be a woman in a society
where women are warned that if they do
not behave like angels they must be mon-
sters. From a male point of view, women
who reject the submissive silences of do-
mesticity must be seen as terrible objects -
Gorgans, Sirens, Scyllas, serpent-Lamias,
Mothers of Death or Goddesses of Night.
But from a female point of view the mon-
ster woman is simply a woman who seeks
the power of self-articulation; and therefore
like Mary Shelley giving the first-person
story of a monster who seemed to his cre-
ator to be merely a “filthy man that moves
and talks”. Mary Shelley presents this fig-
ure for the first time from inside out. We
may remember that Mary Wollstonecraft
herself was attacked as a “philosophical
wanton” and a monster, while her A Vindi-
cation was called a “scripture, archly framed
for propagating w(hores)”. As argued ear-
lier woman have seen themselves as mon-
sters even though they have traditionally
been defined as angels. “Woman is a
temple built over a sewer”, said the Church
father Tertullian, and Milton seems to see
Eve as both temple and sewer, echoing
patristic misogyny. Preservation of the he-
gemonic as pointed out by Gilbert and
Gubar is indeed reinforced in the Miltonic
epigraph to the title page of Mary Shelley’s
novel which runs, “Did I request thee,
Maker from my clay / To mould me man?
Did I solicit thee / From darkness to pro-
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mote me?” In ‘A Writer’s Diary’ Virginia
Woolf remarks that in Milton “is summed
up much of what men thought of “our’ place
in the universe, of our duty of God, our re-
ligion”; but in A Room of One’s Own she
claims that the woman writer must “look
past Milton’s bogey”, for only then “she will
be born”.

Indeed in her Frankenstein Mary Shelley
portrays the consequences of a social con-
struction of gender which values men over
women. Victor Frankenstein’s 19" century
Genevan society is founded on a rigid di-
vision of sex-roles: the man inhabits the
public sphere, the woman is relegated to
the private or domestic sphere. The men in
Frankenstein’s world all work outside the
home as public servants (Alphonse Fran-
kenstein), as scientists (Victor), as mer-
chants (Clerval and his father) or as explorer
(Walton). Women on the other hand are con-
fined at home. Elizabeth is not permitted
to travel with Victor and “regretted that she
had not the same opportunities of enlarg-
ing her experience and cultivating her un-
derstanding”. Inside the home town are ei-
ther kept as a kind of pet (Victor “loved to
tend” on Elizabeth “as I should on a
favourite animal”) or they work as house-
wives, child care providers and nurses
(Caroline Beaufort Frankenstein, Elizabeth
Lavenza, Margaret Saville) or servants
(Justine Mortiz). In creating a male creature
from dead matter, Frankenstein was per-
haps imagining an all male utopia from
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which he could eliminate reproduction as
the female’s primary biological function
and source of cultural power. Thus it is
possible to say that Frankenstein and the
monster is one creature, the male egotisti-
cal impulse creating its own desolate femi-
nine self and then seeking to destroy it by
an act of self-immolation. When the mon-
ster demands a female companion much
like Milton’s Adam, Frankenstein destroys
the female counterpart of the artificial man
rationalizing that further monstrosity would
be let loose on earth if the female survived.
More than anything else he is afraid of an
independent female will with integrity and
desire of its own.
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IPL - Is it a Boon or Curse for
Indian Cricket
Sidhant Das

India is a country where cricket is more of
a religion than a sport. IPL is a cash rich
T20 cricket league which is organized in
India and contested annually by franchise
teams representing Indian cities. This for-
mat started from the year 2008. IPL has gar-
nered a lot of support since its inception. It
is a format where young players, who are
unable to forecast their talent in domestic
circuit, are provided an opportunity for per-
forming so that they get selected at the na-
tional level. Many talented cricketers have
performed throughout the series. Players
like Mohit Sharma, Shane Watson and
Yusuf Pathan have shone through this for-
mat.

IPL has gained popularity since its in-
ception. But is it real cricket? There are tiny
boundaries where an untimed shot would
yield a six or a four. In ODI cricket or test
cricket a technical player can survive. But
in IPL even a street player can score 30 to
40 runs out of 10 balls and become a hero.
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Then what is the difference in IPL and street
cricket? A player playing test cricket has to
practice rigorously to attain class and tech-
nique. But in T20 a player can also get pro-
moted who plays cricket as a hobby. In test
cricket a player has to think 10 times be-
fore playing a risky shot. But in T20 a bats-
man is free to hit. So level of skill, technique
and temperament is negligible.

So we can say that IPL has destroyed the
glory of Indian cricket. Indian players are
engrossed in money making and advertise-
ments of their franchises. So they are un-
able to perform in overseas tournaments.
Thus professional cricket in India has been
destroyed.

IPL has turned itself into a highly glam-
orous enterprise which has basterdized the
glory of Indian cricket.

Thus we can say that IPL is more of a
curse than a boon and Indian cricket should
be prevented from losing its real identity.
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College

Arunima Mondal

People say, when you grow up and leave
high school to join an undergraduate col-
lege you seem to grow wings and usually
try to talce flight. Almost every student af-
ter stepping into college life, start leading
an independent life. No uniforms, no pun-
ishments outside class rooms, no morning
assemblies. The moment school life comes
to an end a golden era of the entire life dies
of an eternal sleep. Rightly, people say col-
lege gives you an independent yet un-
scheduled life free from any bondages.
The first day of our college life in the
department of Geography was like spend-
ing a whole day among a group of strang-
ers all around. Gradually, as days passed
by and we drew close of each other, as we
all introduced each other, we came to know
out backgrounds, each other’s school’s and
our respective past lives. There was never
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any groups created between us. We firmly
believed in the age-old quote, “United we
stand, divided we fall.” That’s where the
strength of our batch lies. Well, but still we
all do fight with each other on a few in-
stances, misunderstand each other and of-
ten misinterpret each others comment’s. But
the bond we share amongst us keeps us to-
gether inspite of all the differences. Per-
haps, none of us ever thought that college
could bless us with such good friends for a
lifetime.

To conclude, we all have numerous bit-
ter-sweet memories which will remain ever
lasting. And the best memory was the de-
partmental excursion to Pelling, Sikkim
which was conducted from March 13, 2015
to March 19, 2015. And finally ending on a
positive note, wishing “All the very Best’ to
each one of us for our future.
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