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Title of the seminar: A One Day International Seminar on “Tribal culture and movements in
India: Before and after Independence
Organised by SC/ST & OBC Cell in association with IQAC
& In Collaboration with West Bengal SC/ST & OBC Development and Finance Corporation
Date: 17.12.2022
Time: 11:30AM to 5.00 PM
Venue: Room No: Auditorium

Resource Persons:
Dr. A.K.M. Mahfuzul Haque (Mahfuz Parvez), Professor, Chittagong University,

Bangladesh,
Title: Socio-political, cultural and economic status of tribal people of India and Bangladesh
before and after partition: The Case of Chittagpng Hill Tracts (CHT), Bangladesh

Dr. Nishaant Choksi. (Asst.Prof,Humanities and Social

Sciences, IIT Gandhinagar).
Tile: Literacy, literature, and Adivasi cultural movements: comparisons between eastern and
western India

Dr. Bidhan Kanti Das, Associate Professor, Dept. of Antropology and Joint Coordinator,
M.Phil Development Studies, IDSK
Title: Deprivation Continues: State, Forest Policy and Tribals of India

Convener: Mrs. Tanushree Hansda, Assistant Professor, Department of Bengali, Heramba
Chandra College
Participants: 350

Objective:

The one-day international seminar on “Tribal Culture and Movements in India: Before and
After Independence,” organized by the SC/ST Cell in association with IQAC and in
collaboration with the West Bengal SC/ST & OBC Development and Finance Corporation,

aimed to explore the rich and diverse tribal cultures and movements across India and
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Bangladesh. Scheduled for December 17, 2022, the seminar sought to provide a platform for
scholarly discussions on the socio-political, cultural, and economic status of tribal communities
before and after independence. By inviting eminent resource persons, the seminar aimed to
foster a comprehensive understanding of the historical and contemporary issues faced by tribal
populations, examining topics such as literacy, literature, state policies, and continued
deprivation. The objective was to generate awareness, encourage academic discourse, and

propose solutions for the uplifiment and development of tribal communities.

Activity Report:

This was the first trilingual seminar focusing on tribal issues in Kolkata. More than 41
participants from various universities and colleges all over India presented their papers and
more than 300 participants registered for this international seminar. It was organized keeping
in mind the duty of the teaching fraternity to disseminate among the students a proper
knowledge of tribal movements and culture since our idea of India and Indian history is
incomplete without proper understanding of tribal culture and tribal movements. It is fitting
that the seminar is being organized when the nation is celebrating the 75™ year of
independence. The seminar comprised multiple sessions and panel discussions covering
diverse aspects of tribal culture, history, and movements. Scholars presented research papers
on topics ranging from traditional tribal practices to the socio-economic impact of tribal
movements. Interactive panel discussions allowed for cross-cultural comparisons and the
sharing of global perspectives on indigenous issues. One of the seminar's highlights was the
active participation of international scholars and experts who shared their experiences and
research findings on tribal cultures and movements worldwide. This international
collaboration enriched the discussions and fostered a global understanding of indigenous

issues.
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The papers presented during the seminar will be compiled and published as an edited book.
This compilation will aim to serve as a valuable resource for researchers, policymakers, and

activists interested in the diverse facets of tribal culture and movements in India

Outcome:

The seminar successfully achieved its objectives by providing a comprehensive overview of
the cultural and socio-political dynamics of tribal communities in India and Bangladesh. It
facilitated a rich exchange of ideas and knowledge, enhancing participants' understanding of
the historical and contemporary challenges faced by tribals. The discussions underscored the
importance of literacy, cultural movements, and policy reforms in addressing tribal deprivation.
The event also fostered networking among scholars and encouraged further research and
advocacy for tribal rights and development. The seminar concluded with a strong commitment
to continue such academic endeavours to promote the welfare and upliftment of tribal

communities.
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